()
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ASIA \* !lDlR[)C .pngP!

I Centre de recherches pour le développement international

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF DEVELOPMENT

1+l

Canada AGA KHAN FOUNDATION

November 2023 / Issue No.11 NEWSLETTER

AFGHAN RESEARCH INITIATIVE

Afghanistan Research Initiative

. . . . c IN THIS I :
The University of Central Asia’s Afghanistan Research Initiative N SISSUE

(ARI) aims to help sustain the research and capacity gains made over

_ : 5 Afghanistan Research Initiative
the last decade and continue producing knowledge critical to the

country’s present and future. ARI, a programme of the University’s Online Preparatory Courses
Graduate School of Development, is supported by a three-year grant

from Canada’s International Development Research Centre and the Scholarship Opportunities
Aga Khan Foundation of Canada. ARI is based at the University’s

main office in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic. Profiles of Scholars

in the Diaspora
Online Preparatory Courses )
Upcoming Events
The University of Central Asia instructors delivered two ARI online
graduate studies preparatory courses to 117 Afghan students, of whom New Books/Publications
74 were females. The courses, English for Academic Purposes and
Statistical Reasoning and Data, were taught to two cohorts of students
in three sessions per week over 24 weeks starting August 22 and
ending August 23. The programme was designed to develop the
capacity of students looking to pursue either a master’s or a Ph.D.
Several students in the programme published articles, see below:

The University of Central Asia is
a private, not-for-profit, secular, re-
gional university founded in 2000

= Taliban’s Takeover: Assessing Crucial through an. International = Treaty

Implications for the People of Afghanistan signed by the Pres1depts of Tajikistan,
the Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan,

= An Ongoing War Without Bombs Inside and His Highness the Aga Khan,
Afghanistan: The Radicalization of the ratified by their respective parlia-
Current Education System by The Taliban ments and registered with the United

= Extreme Poverty in Afghanistan: Nations. The Graduate School of
Selling Girls to Survive Development is the home for multi-

disciplinary research on Central

= The Doha Peace Talks: Bringing Peace or Asia’s social, economic, and cultural

Increasing the Conflict in Afghanistan? development conducted by five
=  Why Humanitarian Aid is Vital to Afghanistan entities (www.ucentralasia.org).

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

ERASMUS MUNDUS CHINESE GOVERNMENT UTRECHT UNIVERSITY,
SCHOLARSHIPS SCHOLARSHIP NETHERLANDS
Study Level: Graduate. Study Level: Master’s & PhD. Study Level: Master’s.
Availability: In EU. Availability: For internationals. Availability: International students.
Fund: Fully funded. Fund: Fully funded. Fund: Tuition fees.
Deadline: Deadline: Deadline:

15 January 2024. 15 February 2024. 1 February 2024.
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https://www.academia.edu/101661523/Talibans_Takeover_Assessing_Crucial_Implications_for_the_People_of_Afghanistan
https://www.aissonline.org/en/opinions/an-ongoing.../1147
https://www.aissonline.org/en/opinions/extreme-po.../1140
https://www.aissonline.org/Uploads/PublicationEnglishFiles/LTvwjH1H2ackldya1vML6ReeYWeGNeurxEzCv5GY.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/why-humanitarian-aid-vital-afghanistan
https://studygreen.info/erasmus-mundus-scholarships-2024-25-application-guide/#google_vignette
https://scholarships.af/opportunity/chinese-government-scholarship-bit/
https://www.uu.nl/en/masters/general-information/application-and-admission/scholarships-and-grants/nl-scholarship

PROFILES OF SCHOLARS IN THE DIASPORA

Dr. Fahim Fayaz

Dr. Fahim Fayaz is a post-
doctoral researcher at Tam-
pere University, Finland. He
specializes in hydrogen and
synthesis gas production
from methane and ethanol
dry reforming over catalysts.
Dr. Fayaz completed his
master’s and doctoral de-
grees in chemical engineering from the University Ma-
laysia Pahang, Malaysia, in 2014 and 2019.

Dr. Fayaz has published numerous articles noted
academic journals, such as Materials Today, Communica-
tions, and the International Journal of Energy Research.
Recently, he presented his research findings at the
European Biomass Conference & Exhibition 2023
international conference in Bologna, Italy. Dr. Fayaz has
been honored with the Extraordinary and Tremendous
Academic Achievements Award from the Afghanistan
Embassy in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (2018). He is the
recipient of gold and silver medals from the Creation
Innovation Technology and Research Exposition
(CITREX-2015, 2016, 2017, 2018), the Malaysia
International Invention, Innovation & Technology Ex-
hibition (ITEX-2016), and International Trade Fair
Ideas-Inventions New Products, Nuremberg, Germany
(IENA-2016). His postdoctoral fellowship at Tampere
University is supported by the Institute of International
Education Scholar Rescue Fund and the Finnish National
Agency for Education.

Dr. Zubeda
Jalalzai

Dr. Zubeda Jalalzai, Profes-
sor of English at Rhode Is-
land College in Providence,
Rhode Island, was born in
Quetta, Pakistan in 1968 and
immigrated to the US with
her family in 1970. An eth-
nic Pashtun whose family hails from the Killa Saifullah
and Loralai regions of Baluchistan, her parents main-
tained close connections to their subsets of the Kakar
tribe. Having grown up in the United States, however,
Professor Jalalzai’s work was as shaped by American
history as by a global perspective. She received her
Ph.D. in English from the State University of New York
at Buffalo, specializing in Early American and Postcolo-
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Dr. Nilofar Sakhi

Dr. Nilofar Sakhi is a profes-
sorial lecturer of Internation-
al Affairs at Elliott School of
International Affairs, George
Washington University. She
is also a senior non-resident
fellow at the Atlantic Coun-
cil. Her scholarship lies at
the intersection of security,
geopolitics, and peace. Her research interest focuses on
the nexus between traditional and nontraditional securi-
ty and insecurity.

A former Fulbright scholar, Sakhi has also written on
various aspects of traditional and nontraditional security,
the geopolitics of peace, and human security. She is the
author of Human Security and Agency: Reframing
Productive Power in Afghanistan (Rowman & Littlefield,
2020). Currently, she is working on regional security
issues in Afghanistan-South and Central Asia, exploring
the domestic and external incongruences that impact
regional diplomacy.

She is a former visiting research fellow at Kroc Institute
of International Peace Studies, Keough School of Glob-
al Affairs, Notre Dame University, the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, Columbia University, and a fellow
at the Asia Society and International Center for Toler-
ance Education. Dr. Sakhi has facilitated many programs
about democracy, development, peacebuilding, and
peacemaking.

nial Theory. She wrote a dissertation entitled: “Puritan
Imperialisms: The Limits of Identity and the Indians
Missions of Massachusetts Bay” (2000). After Septem-
ber 11, 2001, Professor Jalalzai redirected her work from
transatlanticism in the American context to Afghanistan
and, eventually, the literary relationship between Islam
and American Literature. The shift was compelled by
the current political context and the desire to contribute
to scholarship on Afghanistan. Bringing together her
American literature background and interest in global-
ization, she published the second edited collection on
the 19th-century American author Washington Irving,
Washington Irving and Islam: Critical Essays (Lexing-
ton Books, 2018). Her latest book, Literary License and
the West’s Romance with Afghanistan, will released by
Lextington Books this year. The book examines early
British and American travel writing to Afghanistan and
Western India and the role of literariness in colonial and
contemporary literary texts about the region.

P24 ari@ucentralasia.org



Dr. Qais Alemi

Dr. Qais Alemi is a dedicated behavioral scientist interested in understanding the so-
cial and psychological challenges faced by populations affected by political violence,
with a specific focus on refugees and asylum-seekers from Afghanistan. His research
has contributed to expanding knowledge regarding the psychosocial needs and adjust-
ment challenges experienced by resettlement communities in the United States and
internationally. The primary objective of his research is to promote mental health and
enhance clinical practices by identifying culturally competent and acceptable strate-
gies that foster resilience and alleviate distress among Afghans residing in their home
country and diaspora communities. He is a research methods professor at Loma Linda
University (California) Department of Social Work and Social Ecology.

PUBLICATIONS

07 November 2023: Survival and Stagnation:
The State of the Afghan economy

Author: Kate Clark

31 October 2023: Finding Business Opportunity
after Conflict: Shopkeepers, civil servants and
farmers in Andar district

Author: Sabawoon Samim

30 October 2023: Women’s Secret War:

The inside story of how the US military sent
female soldiers on covert combat missions
to Afghanistan

LEARN MORE >

LEARN MORE »

Author: Jennifer Greenburg, University of Sheffield

NEW BOOKS

Who Lost Afghanistan?
By Robert Spencer

The U.S. military began its 20-year incursion in
Afghanistan because of the jihadist attacks on
New York on September 11, 2001, in which
nearly 3,000 people were killed.

Published: September 2022.

LEARN MORE »

Hand On My Heart:
A Canadian Doctor in Afghanistan

By Mayhew Maureen

When Médecins sans Frontiéres (MSF) offered
to send Maureen Mayhew to Taliban-occupied
Af-ghanistan, she refused. Fearing she would be
forced to give up her independence to preserve
her safety, it was the last place on earth she

LEARN MORE »

wanted to volunteer medical expertise.
Published: May 2023.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Afghanistan
Ambassador
Sir Laurie Bristow
on UK-Afghanistan

) /4
Relations =

Join us for an event with Sir Laurie Bristow,
discussing his diplomatic career and current
political events. He is known for his leadership
of British efforts to evacuate thousands of
at-risk Afghans and Biritish citizens.

LEARN MORE »

Oxford
23 24 November 2023 Speaks
% 11:45 AM — 1:00 PM (GMT)

11 December 2023
8:1@2 PM - 11:00 PM (GMT)

e

A FILM BY

JAMES GLANCY, KHYBER KHAN, MARTY STALKER

~ On the 20th.
war a team of fi

served as Royal V
to the country to find out wk

LEARN MORE »

;

Public Lecture, Zoom

IRRIGATION AND INSURGENCY:
Can Public Infrastructure Mitigate
Climate-Induced Conflict in Afghanistan?
Organizer: OSCE Academy, Kyrgyzstan

Speaker: Dr. Pengshan Pan,
University of Pittsburgh

Date/Time: 7 December 2023

at 10:00 am (Bishkek).
LEARN MORE >
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https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/survival-and-stagnation-the-state-of-the-afghan-economy/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/finding-business-opportunity-after-conflict-shopkeepers-civil-servants-and-farmers-in-andar-district/
https://theconversation.com/womens-secret-war-the-inside-story-of-how-the-us-military-sent-female-soldiers-on-covert-combat-missions-to-afghanistan-205669
https://www.amazon.com/Who-Lost-Afghanistan-Robert-Spencer/dp/B0BGNF9FGV/ref=sr_1_18?crid=2HO0U0YEHVCD2&keywords=afghanistan&qid=1699334613&s=books&sprefix=afghanistan%2Cstripbooks%2C108&sr=1-18
https://the.bookstore.ubc.ca/Item?item=9781773861029
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3QWycnI_n9xVMP59qudxBLvtUKBDtw97xB0lPbw6c3Ci6eQ/viewform
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fmr-afghanistan-ambassador-sir-laurie-bristow-on-uk-afghanistan-relations-tickets-751620385807?aff=ebdssbeac&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/afghanistan-london-premiere-tickets-739313966977?aff=ebdssbeac

