
CONVOCATION 2025
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES



GRADUATION CEREMONY PROGRAMME
SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2025

09:30 – 11:25

Graduation Procession enters

national anthems

address

dr. shamsh Kassim-laKha

chair, Board of trustees

address read out

his hiGhness Prince rahim aGa Khan V
chancellor

address

Prof. dr. christoPher J. Gerry

rector

address By chief Guest, naryn

address By chief Guest, KhoroG

Valedictorian address

Presentation of deGrees

uca silVer JuBilee announcement

Graduation Procession deParts

lunch



THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ASIA
The University of Central Asia (UCA) was founded in 2000 as a private, not for profit, 
secular university through an International Treaty signed by the Presidents of Tajikistan, 
the Kyrgyz Republic, and Kazakhstan, and His Highness the Aga Khan; ratified by 
their respective parliaments, and registered with the United Nations. The Presidents are  
Patrons of the University and His Highness is the Chancellor. UCA brings with it the broader 
commitment and partnership of the Aga Khan Development Network.

UCA focuses on the development of mountain societies, and its undergraduate programmes 
are located at purpose-built world class residential campuses in Naryn, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Khorog, Tajikistan near the Tien Shan and Pamir mountains, respectively. The campus in 
Tekeli, Kazakhstan, is in the planning stage.

UCA is at the heart of an intellectual and economic transformation in the region, and offers a 
wide range of opportunities through its three primary schools: the School of Arts and Sciences 
(SAS), the Graduate School of Development (GSD), and the School of Professional and 
Continuing Education (SPCE).

SAS offers a five-year undergraduate programme that cultivates the knowledge and skills 
students need to integrate different approaches to solve problems and create innovations 
in professional life and public service. The curriculum combines a liberal arts and sciences 
education, where students study integrative majors combining several disciplines.

GSD consists of UCA's Institute of Public Policy and Administration, the Mountain Societies 
Research Institute, the Cultural Heritage and Humanities Unit, the Civil Society Initiative, 
and the Aga Khan Humanities Project. The Schools are multi-dimensional, interdisciplinary, 
and designed primarily to generate research and knowledge that has practical applications to 
mountain communities.

SPCE was founded in 2006 and offers post-secondary and continuing education, giving 
young people and adults professional and vocational qualifications and income generating 
opportunities. Certificate programmes are offered in 17 learning centres across Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, and Afghanistan.

www.ucentralasia.org



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the entire 
University of Central Asia (UCA) community, I warmly 
congratulate the Class of 2025 on the University’s fifth 
Convocation. Today, we celebrate the achievements of 
an exceptional group of graduates from Central Asia and 
beyond. You come from diverse backgrounds yet share a 
common dedication to knowledge, learning, purposeful 
action and lifelong friendship.

UCA was established as a private, not-for-profit, secular 
institution through the vision of our late Chancellor, 
His Highness the Aga Khan IV. His aim was simple 
yet powerful: to bring quality education to empower 

individuals to shape their own futures and to enhance the quality of life of in Central 
Asia, especially its mountain societies. Our current Chancellor, His Highness the Aga 
Khan V, continues to guide UCA towards becoming a leading centre for education, 
research, and innovation.

We are grateful to the governments of the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan 
for their continued support and partnership. We also deeply appreciate the contributions of 
the Aga Khan Development Network and our international partners, whose commitment 
has been critical to achieving our goals.

Today we also honour the families and friends of our graduates. Your support, 
sacrifices, and encouragement have been essential to their success, and we share in 
your pride and joy.

Graduates, your education at UCA has prepared you not only academically but also 
ethically and morally. You leave here with the core values of our institution: integrity, 
service, humility, perseverance, and respect for diversity. Let these values serve as a 
compass in all you do.

The world awaits your talents and dedication. Move forward with confidence, resilience, 
and compassion. We are immensely proud of you and are confident that you will make a 
positive impact on your communities and beyond.

Congratulations and my very best wishes for your continued success.

Dr Shamsh Kassim-Lakha
Chairman, Board of Trustees



MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING RECTOR

Dear Class of 2025,

This is your day — and I couldn’t be prouder to celebrate 
it with you.

You arrived at UCA as students. Today, you leave as 
graduates: thinkers, leaders, doers, and change-makers. 
You’ve passed exams, delivered presentations, written 
essays, completed internships, tackled big ideas — and 
perhaps most importantly, you’ve grown. You’ve laughed, 
cried, persevered, built friendships, and made our UCA 
community stronger through your presence.

This university has never been just about lectures, tutorials, GPAs, or coursework. UCA 
is about preparing people to lead with purpose and integrity — especially in a region that 
urgently needs your creativity, courage, and compassion.

To the families and friends here today — thank you. Your love, support, and belief in 
these graduates are behind each challenge they have confronted and each opportunity 
they have seized, as they’ve made their way towards the milestone we celebrate today.

To our graduates – as you move on and benefit from the chance to reflect on your time 
here, I urge you to carry forward the values you’ve lived at UCA: curiosity, courage, 
conviction, and a willingness to learn and to listen. Do so, with the enduring spirit of 
generosity I witness each time I visit our campuses. For the world of 2025 doesn’t just 
need your skills — it needs your character.

And remember: this isn’t the end of your UCA journey. It’s the beginning of your life 
as alumni — as lifelong members of a growing, global, and proud University of Central 
Asian community. Help us make our alumni network as strong, diverse, and resilient 
as the community of students, faculty, staff, and researchers who bring our campuses, 
learning centres, and offices to life across Central Asia and Afghanistan. Wherever you 
go, carry UCA with you — and keep its spirit alive in all you do.

Congratulations, Class of 2025 and good luck! 

 
Professor Dr Christopher J Gerry
Rector



Bachelor of Arts in Communications and Media

aida asanoVa  
anastasia KhaVansKaya  

erBol soVetaly uulu  
faranGis BoBJonoVa  
farzona aKhmedoVa  
Kairat BerdishalieV  
finnley macdonald  
manizha turdieVa  

mayGuna aliBeKoVa  
mehranGez saidmamadoVa  

munisa BairamBeKoVa  
mustafo muminshoeV  

nafisa KhudonazaroVa  
shuKrona mamadayozoVa  

sulhiya aBdurasuloVa  
umed QurBonBeKoV

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science

aelina daniiar Kyzy  
aisha toichieVa  

aizada BerdiBeKoVa  
aizhamal zhetiGenoVa  

aKyl tashtanalieV  
atiullah Khan niazi  
Baistan tashKuloV  

eldar ulanoV  
elnazar ulanBeK uulu  

ermeK iliKeshoVa  
ilKhomzhon sidiKoV  
isKender mazhitoV  

JasurBeK sadieV  
munis saidrahmonoV  

ramil salihar  
rauf aliBaKhshoV  

shoKhruKh daVlatmamadoV  
tariQ aziz  

umar nuroV  
umidBeK ulmasoV  

zaKir hussain muradi



Bachelor of Arts in Global Economics

amin PirmamadoV  
aslan daVlatBeKoV  

dilofarid sherJonoVa  
dilraBo raimoVa  

faKhira BaiG  
farhod aKramoV  

faryal nayaB  
fawad ahmadi  

maJid marodBeKoV  
maVluda maramBeKoVa  
mizhGona GulomalieVa  

ozodaBeGim shohzodaeVa  
samad iQBolshoeV  
sudoBa azimshoeVa

Bachelor of Science in Earth and Environmental Sciences

amina KalandarBeKzoda  
aziz mamadsalimoV  

daVlat daVlatoV  
Kamal ud din  

loiQ amonBeKoV  
muhammadsharif ismoiloV  

naJiBa maQBulshoeVa  
nazarKhotun anoyatshoeVa  

niGina ismatoVa  
rezaBeGim sholamoVa  

ruslan riKamoV  
shafoat JafoeVa  

shuKrona alinazaroVa  
shuKrona mulloeVa 



In anticipation of the first graduation of the University of Central Asia’s (UCA) School of Arts 
and Sciences in 2021, a Committee was appointed in 2020 to oversee the design and production 
of the graduation gowns and caps for students, faculty, and other participants of the convocation. 
The Committee included UCA faculty and staff from the three Founding States to provide in-
put from their perspectives, and was chaired by the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of UCA,  
Dr. Shamsh Kassim-Lakha.

An international design competition was held with the following key guidelines:
• Incorporate cultural and traditional motifs from the decorative arts of the Founding States 

of Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, and the Ismaili Imamat, as Founders of UCA.
• The design should reflect a blend of decorative traditions of Central Asia, but not clearly 

identifiable with any one country or culture.
• The gown and cap (with tassel) should be gender neutral, and not appear religious in 

character.
• The colours should harmonize with the UCA logo: light blue dark blue, and white.

An open competition was announced and over 50 designers from eight countries submitted 
their proposals. Three winners were selected, and their design ideas were blended into the 
final UCA regalia.

---
-

- - - -- - -- 9

MODEL # 02B A C H E L O R  R E G A L I A
The Bachelor Regalia of the UCA hierarchy. The hierarchy 
continues with an added silver chord, detail color for the 
student attire. The student robes feature an embroidered 
Alof ornament.

BACK PATTERN MATERIAL

ALOF POLYESTER SATIN

UCA GRADUATION REGALIA
A Brief Background

The student graduation regalia, which represents the basic 
design, is shown on the left:

The various decorative motifs used on the gowns are from 
Central Asia. The primary or core design is a decorative chain 
motif that is popular throughout the region, and while it is 
known by many names, it is meant to symbolize friendship, 
unity, and loyalty.

Mindful that the UCA regalia should not 
be identified with any one country or cul-
ture, this core motif was remastered and 
stylized by the designer so that while it 
maintains a connection to the original in-
spiration, it looks different and unique to 
UCA. In this way it transcends national-
ities and borders. In order to ensure that 
the design would be acceptable and have 
a distinct Central Asian look, cultural 
experts were consulted from the three 
Founding States.



Other motifs used on the regalia include:

On the left is the Alof motif, 
symbolic of fire, and meant to 
portray warmth and hospitality. 
Another popular motif on the 
right has been remastered and 
stylized and used on the sleeves   
and back of the gowns.

The photo on the left shows a typical cap for the UCA gradu-
ation gown incorporating the main regalia design, and adding 
other popular design motifs from Central Asia.

Faculty Regalia follow the 
same design concept as the 
graduates but distinguished 
by gold embroidery and 
cords which increase in 
number depending on rank. 
Photo on the right shows a 
Professor’s gown with three 
lines of gold cords.

---
-
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MODEL # 04D o c t o r  R E G A L I A
The Doctor Regalia introduces a third silver chord on the 
on the regalia as well, showing the highest level of honor 
in the student group.

BACK PATTERN MATERIAL

ALOF POLYESTER SATIN

---
-
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MODEL # 09B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S  R E G A L I A
The Board of Trustees regalia takes the same base of the 
Professor regalia, however all the detailing is now gold, 
continuing the hierarchy further. An addition of the Tag/
Too ornamental bands is added to the regalia.

BACK PATTERN MATERIAL

Kyrk Shaak Silk/Rayon Velvet

The Trustees of UCA have 
gowns with more elaborate 
decorative motifs:



The Presidents of Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan, as Patrons of 
UCA, wear a gown with a navy blue base with gold embroidery. An invited 
Chief Guest wears this same regalia:

The UCA Chancellor’s Regalia is identical in design to the Patron’s regalia 
but on a white base:---

-
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MODEL # 10P AT R O N

The last two stages or the regalia hierarchy are the Patron and the Chancellor, who share similar bases. A more complex 
embroidery is introduced on these stages. The robe of the Patron has a navy base fabric with a remastered version of the Kyrk 
Shaak pattern, which is mixed with rhombus Tajik motifs seen on the sleeves and shoulders. The emroidery is accompanied 
by an applique of blue crystals of the UCA colors. The back of the regalia features an embroidered, extended Alof pattern. 

BACK PATTERN MATERIAL

ALOF(extended) Silk/Rayon Velvet

SLEEVE PATTERN

Kyrk Shaak

---
-
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MODEL # 11C h a n c e l l o r  R E G A L I A

The last stage of the UCA Regalia hierarchy attire is the Chancellor, who shares the base design as the Patron. A more 
complex embroidery is introduced on these stages. The robe of the Chancellor has a white base fabric with a remastered 
version of the Kyrk Shaak pattern, which is mixed with rhombus Tajik motifs seen on the sleeves and shoulders. The emroidery 
is accompanied by an applique of blue crystals of the UCA colors. The back of the regalia features an embroidered, extended 
Alof pattern. 

BACK PATTERN MATERIAL

ALOF(extended) Silk/Rayon Velvet

SLEEVE PATTERN

Kyrk Shaak




